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The Pearce Houre in the only Queen Anne atyle houre in (‘heatentown; it
lacks only the oniginal timbersr and in othemvire unaltened, It wasr built at
the end of the last centuny fon Judge James Peance, aon of khe prominent mid-
centuny U, 5, Senaton by one of the town*s premier craftaman, H, M, Stuart. 9
senves presently as the Emmarwal {piscopal (hurch parssonage.
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DESCRIPTION K-%3
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__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pearce House faces onto North Water Street from the northwest side at the
intersection of Maple Avenue and Water Street in Chestertown.

It is a 23-story Queen Anne style Victorian house built on a modified cross plan,
The front and left (southeast and southwest) arms of the cross are longer than their
counterparts, The entrance is on an angled porch fit into the intersection of the
southeast and southwest arms,

The house sits on a high painted brick basement which has a beveled water table of

some sort of soft stone that has been grooved. This same grooved stone is also used for
the lintels and sills of the windows on the first story. The brick continues above

the water table to just above the first story; the siding from there on up to the
cornice is cedgr shingles.,

The gable end of the front arm of the cross which extends toward Water Street and

is the principal eleméta-eiembn element of the facade has three bays on the first
story: a pair of elongated 1/1 double hung sash with louvered shutters in the outer
bays and a narrower 1/1 double hung sash window in the middle which occupies a 1-
story slightly projecting section that is topped by a decorated and bracketed cove
cornice, concave hip slate-covered roof and small balustrade. Directly over the .
balustrade is a 3-window group which makes up the second story fenestration. They
are small 1/1 windows with smaller square stained glass panes set directly over them,
the whole assembly mounted in a wood frame that is the same width as the projecting
bay below it on the first story, The frame runs up and meets an elaborate cornice
return coved shelf., The shelf is supported by single oversized brackets at each end,
Above the cornice meuwbm return shelf in the gable is a pair of oblong single pane
windows paired in aframe similar to that on the second story but narrower overall.

The main corniee of the gable end is a deep open box with bottom edge and sides of the
rafter ends exposed. Thervof is covered with slate shingles. On the southwest side

of ther oof of this southeast arm of the cross is a clipped gable dormer with decorative
barge board molding on the top and sides: within the dormer roof is a small box that
houses two side by side window panes. On the northeast roof of this wing is a tall
corbeled chimney, which is continued below the roof down below the second story at
which point it is tapered into the wall in three parallel steps,

Constructed in the angle where the projecting scutheast wing meets the southwest wing *
are a pair of single story porches and one second story porch, Built against the

side of the projecting southeast wing is the first l-story porch: it is enclosed. This
porch shares the brick basement and water table of the wing and also continues the
wing's cedar shingle siding up to its own bracketed cornice and concave hip slate
covered roof at the top of the first story. In the center of the shingled portion

of the southeast wall of this porch is a pair of 1/1 windows with square panes of
stained glass over each, the whole assembly in a wood frame that extends from the
water table to the cornice., Sitting ont he deck of this enclosed porch is the sac:}’
atory porch, which is screened; it has a balustrade, turned posts above with suppor
bracket-arches, a lintel, and brackets under deep eaves of its shed roof,

(continued)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EDGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

E¥1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Robert Neill Historic 3ite Survevor

ORGANIZATION DATE

' Maryland Fistorical Trust / Town of Chestertown July, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Description (continued)

Built azainst the facade of the southwest wing is the second l-story porch, an open
shed-roofed porch whose roof abuts the hip of the other l-stary porch. This porch
eens8dne contains the entrance and its floor is angled across the juncture of the
two wings, This porch has a balustrade and posts 1like those o the second story
porch, The entrance is within a shallow enclosed entry. There are double paneled
doors,

On the second story of the southwest wing is a projecting dormer with a g
and very deep sof”it, The darmer contains a pair of oblong 1/1 doubls hung sash
windows.

a gabled roof

The main roof has very deep eaves and brackets and is covered with slate shingles. There
is a single vrry steep gabled dormer with decorative bargeboards which encloses a small
bok with small side by side 2-pane windows., All of the dormers on the house's main

roof contribute an Bastlake/Stick style motif.

On the southwest elevation of the southwest wing (the end of the left arm of the cross)
the upepew-8 upper story overhangs the first story by about bwo feet; there are
oversized brackets at the corners. The wing is one room wide; the middle section of

its first story projects from the main mass about the extent of the second story
overhang., This projecting section has a frame section which contdins three oblong

single pane windows topped by square panes of stiained glass. There are two 1/1

double hung sash windows on the second floor, both with louvered shutters and an assehbly
of three side by side single pane windows in the gable, Above the center ef-bhme-the
window of the three is a single pane of stained glass.

It appears from a photoBraph taken around the turn of the century that the second story
originally had same exposed timbers,
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Pearce House

103 Maple Ave.
Chestertown
Chestertown Quad.
Kent County
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